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Recent Events

Sister States
Agreement between the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
and the Azores Autonomous Region

Fall River, August 23 - Governor Deval 
Patrick and President of the Regional 
Government of the Azores, Carlos 
César, signed a Sister State 
Agreement between the 
Commonwealth and the Azores 
Autonomous Region. 
The governments of both sides will 
encourage cooperation between trade 
companies, port authorities, business 
associations, and other economic, 
develop-ment and non-governmental 
organizations, as well as the 
establishment of close ties between 
educational, medical and cultural 
institutions. 
“The Azores have had a strong history 
with the Commonwealth since the first 
Azorean immigrants settled here in the 
early 18th century,” said Governor 
Patrick. “With this signing, we further 
strengthen this relationship, and look 
forward to the opportunities this Sister 

State Agreement will create between our two communities.”  
President César initiated the agreement during a Massachusetts delegation visit to the Azores, overseen by the 
Massachusetts Office of International Trade & Investment (MOITI), and with assistance from State Representative Michael 
Rodrigues. 
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