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Ireland’s Creganna plots growth at local beachhead

EY MARKE HOLLMER
SRR ST

An Irish medical device manufaec-
turer that landed in Masz=eachusetts
le=a than two years ago ig already
doubling ite space and adding em-
ployesg, reflecting a amall vietory in
the state's bid to grow more life aci-
ences joba,

Creganna, a contract manufacturer
of catheters and specialty neadles, is
expanding ite research and manufae-
turing facility in Marlborough from
10,000 square fest to 20,000 square
fizet.

Employees levels are also projected
to rise, doubling from 15 to about 30
pecple over the next year and slated
to hit 100 workers by 2011,

That growth iz expected fo come
ag the company works to increase ite
medial device client base in the Bay
State and elsewhere.

“Medical deviees ig ... a slow and
sleady growing industry,”said Randall
Sword, director of Cregannas Marl-
borcugh facility. “And we expect it to
be that way for many, many years.”

Theatate played a central role in re-
cruiting Creganna tolocate here, The
company employve 450 people globally
and generates around $65 million in

annual revenue,

Sword and Creganna spokeswoman
Maura Leahy =aid the Massachusetts
Office Of Internaticnal Trade and Invest-
ment helped the company find a local
site and navigate its way through ex-
pansiomn.

The etate hag alzso told Creganna
it may qualify for grants as the com-
pany growe.

“Their assistance has bean invalu-
able,” Leahy said.

The state hazn't landed any large
life acienoes companieg in recent
monthe, but MOITT has helped or is
helping at least three international
life eciences companies, in addition
to Creganna, find locations in Mas-
sachugaita.

Thees  prajectz include Wariaton,
a Canadian vaccine developer that
already has an employes based in
Waltham, and Progenika, a Spanizsh
startup that has incubator space at
Boston University

The company ig designing and de-
valoping tools for persconalized medi-
cine. Both outfits are seeking resaarch
and development operations in Mas-
sachusatta,

Another foreign life sciences eom-
pany, SmartMed, a Northern Ireland
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Randall Seord is director of Creganna's
Marlborcugh lacation where the company
plans to sxpand its manufacturing of
medical devicas.

health care software startup, plans
to open ite 115, headquartere in Mag-
gachusetie by midyear. The office will
houge galeg, marketing and adminis-

trative employess.

Meanwhile, the Massachusetts Of-
fice of Business Develspment has been
working with Instrumentation Labara-
tories Inc. in Lexington to persuade it
to expand locally rather than eonsali-
date its diagnostic instruments busi-
ne=g in Mew York.

Kofi Jenes, spokeswoman for MOBD,
said the company worked with her
department over time to find poseibla
siteg before finally deciding decided
to stay at it existing location and
erpand. In deing zo, Instrumentation
Laboratories will spend $20 millicn
and add ancther 150 jobs to its exist-
ing 500-pereon workforee, Jones said.

The company could not be reached
for ecrmment.

Though companieg such as Cre-
ganna are starting small here the
local expansions are still important.
aaid Thomas Sommer, president of the
Massachusetts Madical Device Industry
Cauncil,

“They gee the strength of the 115
market and have chosen tolocate and
grow here, and that's very good news,”
Bommer said.

MERE HOLLMER can be reachad i
mhialmani bigoumals.com.



